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THIS PAPER CiN THE JCipLlN FLAN INCLUDES AN OUTLINE Of 
HISTC-RICAL Mi:»VEMENTS LEADING TO THE JOPLIN PLAN AS IT IS 
KN.:iWN TCCAY, A DESCRIPTION OF THE FLAN AS IT IS USED IN 
JCFLIN, A SURVEY C«F VARIOUS STUDIES WHICH HAVE EMPLOYED THE 
FLAN, AND A DISCUSSICU OF ITS ADVANTAGES AfJD LIMITATICUS. 
TYPICALLY, THE JC^^LIN FLAN GROUPS MIDDLE-GRADE CHILDREN FOR 
READING INSTRUCTION ON THE BASIS Of SCORES MADE ON READING 
ACHIEVEMENT TESTS AND TEACHER OBSERVATIONS, REGARDLESS Of 
GRADE PLACEMENT. THE GROUPS ARE N:»T CONSIDERED HDMXENEOUS , 
Hi^EVER, AND INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES MUST STILL BE RECOGNIZED. 
SOME ADVANTAGES ARE THAT PUPILS ARE PLACED AT READING LEVELS 
WHERE SUCCESS IS FO»SSIBLE, THAT READING INSTRUCTION ACQUIRES 
NEW IMPC»RTANCE, THAT TEACHERS APPARENTLY ARE STIMULATED TO» 
BETTER PERFCfMANCE , THAT READING ACHIEVEMENT AS MEASURED BY 
STANDARDIZED TESTS MAY BE INCREASED, Af4D THAT PARENTS APPROVE 
WHEN THE FLAN IS CAREFULLY EXPLAINED. &:'ME LIMITATIONS ARE 
THAT SXIAL PRESSURE MAY RESULT WHEN FOURTH- AND SIXTH-GRADE 
PUPILS ARE IN THE SAME READING CLASS, THAT RICR ACADEMIC 
INTEGRATION MAY RESUI-T IF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE READING 
TEACHER AND THE HrNEROON TEACHER IS INSUFFICIENT, AND THAT 
THE FLAN MAY BE INEFFECTIVE IF MO PROVISION IS MADE FO<R 
INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES WITHIN THE READING GR.OUP. REFERENCES 
ARE INCLUDED. THIS PAPER WAS PRESENTED AT THE INTERNATIONAL 
READING ASSXIATICN CONFERENCE (SEATTLE, MAY 4-6, 1967). (RH) 
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ostablisliTuont of univox’sal public schools lias boon that of the groupins 
of pupils foi* r.03driu*'i educational bsnofits, Qno of tho wost plans 

that has boon advanced for fulfilling this need has boon that of intorg-i’ndo 
ability r ouping of cliildrcn in tho niddlo grades for reading instiniction. 
Ihis plan, popularly called **Tho Joplin Plan,” has achieved national ntton« 
tion partieulai’ly duslng the past fifteen years at Joplin, Ifissouri end 
othor cities lihoro tho plan has boon instituted* 

* 

l*ho purpose of this papor is to provide (1) a bidof outline of his~ 
tori cal rsovoiaonts idiich led up to tho ostablishracnt of the plan as it is 
kno\m today; (2) a complote doscription of tho plan as it is used in Joplin* 
(3) a survey of various studios vliich have ciiiploynd tho use of this tyi30 of 
grouping; (^0 a discussion of tho advantages end possible liTnitations of the 
plan; and (5) & suisiiiayy of tho total prosontation, 

Historical Background 

Ono of tho first attempts to solve tho problems of tho individual 
floods of pupils ijas tho use of the ”»'onitorial Systerji” which had its ordgin 
in England vdiero teachers regularly instructed up to 100 pupils^ with s^iallor 
gi’oups taught by tutors, Later, American writers such as McGuffcy and others 
authored clearly do fined soidos of classroom natorials dosigned for and 
taught on distinct grade levels, I>ai*ing tho early part of the ninotcenth 
century, riost public olcvnentai*y schools \7oro organl^^cd by levels or grados 
from ono to eight and pupils were grouped in ftccoixlanco irlth their ability 
to riSot grado standards. As individual intolli^^snco tests and other insbru- 
Bontf. v’oro developed in the early lQ00*c, it bcc'^ravO readily apparent on tho 
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of i.drdi'iir/crfttovs mirl toachors th^c b lAi'o ivncjo of r;oiit?il and Bcrtclcri5-c 
cbilitios c:dr.tcd in the tj^pical hotorogeneoiis clAset’ooT^* Pupils vovt3 found 
to bo v&iiuly different in Buo^/ch rw'itcs, intolllgeneo, cocio-oconotiic bacb« 
CVounds„ Bnd OTr’iOtior:")! dovolopnont. Because of theso findinBc, tlioro v? 2 s a 
vovy distinct it^rpi'cssion c^noratovi r.nonB tcachoi*s nnd Gd;3ivdstratoi^s that 
Oroupins of children for various insti'uctiovinl purp/osos v.-as vital. School 
officials bo^isn nccorditiBly to foirralato difforont ci’oupiiig plans, 

Ono of tho first school cystens to rinho uso of cn intc'^Brado grouplv*rj 

i 

plan i.*as tho Potroit# fiichigan Public Schools in 19^.^ viion different studios 
iraro conducted with tho usa of the vertical groupins plan, an adaptation of 
the original Boti*oit XYZ plan (14:279), Hridar this procodus’o, pupils fro:i 
various grade sections with siriilar intelligonce levels \tovq grouped for 
instractional pui'poses. 

Tho San IVanciseo Schools instituted i;hat i^as knoiai as tho **circling’* 
plan in tho 1930* s. Under tho "circling” plan, certain pupils in gi*ados 
four, fi\’G, and six woro placed in reading classes on tho basis of ability, 
regardless of their honoroosi grado classification, ^y i0h6 tho plan had 
been discontinued in V;any schools, since there appeared to bo sopio doubt 
that tho plan ^?as Koro advantageous than other cuivicular patterns. 

The intergrado ability grouping of children for reading instnetion 
was Initiated in four olor^^cntary schools of Joplin, Missouri in 1954 and 
sinco that tiiio all of tho public cloTnentaj'y schools in tb.o city havo insti- 
tuted tho plan as a part of tho instructional progi*cn, Vai*ious school 
officials fro'ii all sections of tho United States havo itt*rostigatod the 
advantages and lir/iitations of tho plan as a result of articles tdiich liavo 
apDoared in tho Saturdr4V Fvoninfr Post (16) snd tho TTLcv^ientarv Scriool Journal 
(3) (5), Since 1954 , a nuvihor of research studies havo boon co;r,ploted which 
have b^Du dosignad to reveal tho gGrios*al offcctivenoss of tho Joplin Plan 
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In different ccIjooId, A iwlcfr of ticvox^c\l of thoco etudios in included in 
unothcr ccction of thin ]>spni% 

Dof»ci»iption of th3 Joplin Hnn 

S©voi-:'l cchool fiystc/as ore in the procons of ur4n" vajd^itlons of tho 
plr^n for cmiplns for rending In^rtruotion cs it in used in Joplin. Tho 
doooription uhieh folloTrs opplion to tho procod\vrcG t:hlch havo boon observed 
by tho vritor in hie visits in virions Joplin sohoolc. Additional infor;sation 
has been eeinod thro-a^h intorvlcirs \rlth Kr, Cecil tloyd, Assistant Superinten- 
dent of Schools end tho various principals end rclcctod teachors in tho 
school syston. 

Sha sEsrsatraMaa st JaaSEasy^asl £523222. 

0 

Kosr tho does of each school yoai% tho p'rincipal and teachoro of 
Crados 5# 6 of each olcieontary school in Joplin coi'iduct ono or Rore 

conforoncos at idiich tlrio tho pupil rcrconnol for each of tho rcadin2 groups 
vhlch ropreesnt roedins levels fi'cra three tlii'ough oicht for tho folloulng 
Septcjibor aro tontativoly arranged* Thooo groupings are based pri ,;arily on 
ccoros fron reading fichiovet^ont tests uhich havo boon adalnistoj^od at tho 
cloco of tho year with particular attention given to tho I'cading Icvol of each 
pupil ac rofloctcd by thoso tests. Additional consideration is given to each 
pupil^s score on gx'oup intoHigcnco tests os i^ll ao tcachor ^udgriont of 
gonoi'al social and cciotlonal factors and tho acadenie status of individual 
pupils in other content areas* Pupils vho are nou to tho vaxd.ous schools 
are genorally given an infomal reading inventory and a reading achlovcjnent 
test. Placcriont is based on tlio rosalts of thoso tests along with tho 
professional judg-xont of tho building principal, 

A nunbor of practices aixi follotrad in ad'Jition to tho procod\jros out» 
lined prcrv^lously. To fourth grade pupils arc placed in seventh and eighth 



lovol even though c^iviAiw pupils iiiay denojistrsjto fibility to p^^rforn 

fit thoso lovoln, ”/.caclor!lc pi’ossur.5’* eppoaro to bo too grcrit foi’ fovi^tli 
gj*ado pupils in tho upper reading level clasnos. An additional reason for 
this practice is tho feeling that tho majority of the older pupil?; in the 
sixth' crado Imvo had oxj)orlonct'S vliich t!xo fivei*a{;o fou'rfcVi grade pupil has 
not oneountorad. Tno groups ai*o kept flojciblo at fill tirios, and all teacher 
in Consultation vdth tho px’inclpal, are inrtructod to neve pupils fjcor.\ one 
group to another if such a transfer s£?t?r-io to bo in the best lYitorect of 
gi\'cn pupils. 

tVon thougji this typo of grouping arrangeriont is used in all cehooj^ 

in Joplini it appaars to bo rnoro offectivo in tho larger buildings t/hei'o at 

¥ 

least four to six tea chore can be involved in tho px’ogran. 

In buildings idioi'o thoro are fourth grade toachors, tiro fift^i grade 
teachers, and tvo sixth grado teachers, it is possible to establish six 
reading lovol classes from third througJi eight, Under tliis arrangerdont each 
teacher is rospoiisiblo for a single reading level class during a. ^;ivcn road-^ 
ing period, tiheroas in buildings vrhero thoro aro as few as threo teachers 
for tho riiddlo grades, it is necessary for o?.c>i teacher to instruct as riany 
no ti.'> reading level c3.nsGOS dulling o rearjing period. Teachers ai'o often 
fissignod to teach reading lewl classes other than at tho grade lovol of 
their homoroom, vdll occasionally find a si:cth gxvide tcaclicr liho has 
been assigned a fourth lovol class, vhilo a fourth gi’ado tOvachfir Ixas a sixth 
lovol class assigjriQXxt, Sinco thoro is a fooling that all of tho teachers 
shoi’ld bo acquainted with tho skills end abilities \hich aro taiight at tho 
various reading levels, teachers nj*o fr'ocniently transferred frora ono lovol 
teaching assignraont to another fron year to year. 



3M. ugpd In tjio pi*o r,i'm 



The Gdriinisti-itive officials of the Joplin schools boliove that a 
sound dovclopnontal reading program is bi'sed on t}ie use of basal reading 
Katerialn. A modern scries has been carefully constructed to provide a 
sequential dovolopnient of reading skills. A nunber of leading series of 
basal readers are available for use in the progran. The series used in 



any particular class in any given building Is based on ’^'ho teacher*© per^ 

sonal preference tprxth the approval of tho school administrators. Care is 

taken to seloct matorials i.hich have not been used by any of the pupils at 

any prcvxous grade level. Since large nunbers of books from many series 

aio clrcula ocd throughout tho system on tho basis of nood^ oacb principal is 

* 

asked to keep very accurate records of tho number of books for each level 
from givon basal series vMch have been placed in his building. Duplicated 
lists of the materials are nado available to the various principals so books 
and other aids nay bo taken ffom building to building as the need arises. 

Vforkbooks aro not used in tho niddlo grades except by tho teacher. 

There is a feeling that each teacher should prepare her o\Tti practice shoots 
idiich aro to bo used by tho pupils in her class, 

Tho recreatoi'TT readin?? neriod 

A tT-jenty-minuto rocroatory reading period is scheduled daily in the 
opposite ha3,f day from tho reading level class. In one schoolj for exa,>»jplOj 
the reading level, class is hold at 10 o'clock each morning with tho recrea-, 
tory reading period scheduled at 3 o'clock 5ji tho afternoon. All pupils 
remain in thoir homerooms for tho recreation period and are not grouped 
in any manner. Children aro given a chance to do i-Tide reading on their 
interest and ability levels in a relaxed atnosphere. Since there are no 
central libraries in any of tho olcnentary schools, a large number of 
attractive and interesting library books are pro'/idod in each room. 
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Som of thoso books nro intoi-changod to rooti, A few school 

offldnls bo2’i!'’Ok’7 books fi*oni tbo puolic libi*iii^y foi* \iso bjr tho pupils* 
llluctrativo of the kinds of books nvailablo in thx-^ rooM libradns cro tho 

l!2?:4fevS2: tho Childhood 

A lai-cQ po2*contse;o of tho pupils pai*ticipoto in 
tho Kissouri Stato Reading Circlo Progwra* 

Tho rscrcatoiy reading period is nn it>ipo 2 'tajit segmont of tho total 
reading pi’ograta since it provides a tina when all children^ regardless of 
rortoing Icvol^ can cor-io togothor in s relaxed situation and enjoy reading 
in mny different areas, 

Sa SSlSS^Jlma SSSA £ss. jya ngaanrej-iont of o-jolls' ro-.c3i))r! achiovcnvwt 

iTvirim' lar ttt **• -f i> nrrar~ n i» 

Several procedures and techniques such as inforr=ial reading im-entorios, 
standardised achiovenont tests, and tho infoniial observations of teachers 
fijid pi’incipals aro all usod to help dot 02 v.iino tho reading achiovoinont levels 
of pupils. A careful inventory is nads \dth respect to tho conpotency of 
each pupil in such areas as word attack, reading for different |>ur,x)Sos, 
and su'iiiiariRation of various roading liatei'i.als. 

The road5!o<^ r enort card 

A special report card has boon constructed for uso with thoso pupils 
%i!io aro involved in tho Joplin Plan, Tho four najor sections cf the card 
aro entitled t "Oral Reading,” "Silent Heading," ">Jord Skills," a^id 
"Reci’oatori^ and Suppler, lontary Heading." Sono of the itcr-is included in tho 
Oial I'^ading" soction ai'o: (1) reads \:ith oaco end fluency at a satis- 

factoiy rate on his present level; (2) reads too slo!?ly with a tendency to 
onit or substitute vp 2 »ds; (3) needs raoro training in projecting tho voica 
in orq^rossion; and (^0 has a tendency to i»ead too 2 'apidly, omits or nisoro- 
ijouncos \?3rds and tends to ignore punctuation narks. 



Tho cootlon donliii3 t;ith ”SUcr/c RcacUns" contains Boras of tho foHov- 
1ns itoass (1) roacSs nt « satisfactoiT rato i.-lth Moanins and viidorotandins 
on his pi'osont lovel; (S) has nado dofinlto iwpvovcncnt in nbUity to 
rcraaribci* and rolato vhat has boon J'sadj {5) has dimculty in concnntratiiig 
in silent reading vbich causes ratbor poor understunding; (h) needs to adjust 
rato of silent reading to tyjjo of Mtorial being read} and (5) has sor.o 

dlfi acuity in stating naln idons of a paracrapb or artlclo and in intorpi’ot- 
ing itiiplicd iooAninss* 

Ths "VJbrd Skills” portion lioto several of tbo follovdng notations* 

(1) has a troll dcvolopod undorstanJing of and is able to use nost skills w 

vhich apply to trord attack on his presont lovolj (2) has too great a tond- 

onoy to guoEs at trords instead of using vrord skills v!iich have boon learned 

(3) has troll dovolopod dictionary concepts and skUls and cakes o:<collont 

use of this fcnotJlodges (U) is naking wore use of the (iiotionary, but still 

needs considerable training? and (5) is accjuiring tho basic vocabulary needed 
for his pre&ont lovol, 

Soae of tho sontonces entered in the "locroatoty and nupplcaontapy 
Reading” section ares (1) „u-.aber of books road this nine vrooks; (2) doos a 
largo anount of reading tilth waning and nndorstanding on a variety of 
suoj-.cts, (j) is snowing greater interest in indepondont reading? (h) needs 
to read a greater variety of naterinls? (5) needs to develop itoro interest 

and spend nare tlco i„ reading? and (6) co-aid profit from using tho Public 
Library r.»ro frequently. 

Filch readiiiij level teacher is neked to place a chock beside those itons 
in each area wMch applies to given students. There is also a place for 
toachor cornsnts and aui-i^'c^stions. 

Racont Studlt^s Involvins Tntcrerado Grovuiin^ for Roedins Instruction 
^hoitly p-feer tho arciclo by Floyd (5)^ a mr*or of school officials 
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rtavieit to oxjWt'iraont with tho Joplin plwi of cro«pi«S in thoir respsctivo 
sohools. Sovorol cifpiificant stniios hove boc'; repoi?tod in cliffei'oivt 
^uynnls find tro eu;*- ’^-^viKod in tho folloviing flection, 

A BtwJy wns cornH'-tod in 195^ at tho Bwho Flosontory School in Chicieo 
end roportod by Rornond (1). Pupils in Grades six, seven, end fclGht v»rs 
placed in various roedin^ classes each school year on tho basic of roadins 
ftchievomont as rofloctod by the results of standardized tests* According 
to Bernard, tho tiodian reading scoro of tho graduates of tho school nont 
from 6*3 to 8,3 during tho throo years tho grouping plan t.’us in operation* 

Tho investigator also reported that tho toachers v:ura particularly pleased 
vdth tho procoduros because oven tho cloif childron risdo good progress and 
eono pupils idio bad boon difficult behavior problems shov.^d noticeable 

improvo'iiont. 

An additional investigation vhich sh'>’,t)d favorable x-osults for this 

typo of grouping \r^s ona reported by Hart in 1959 (6), Tlio faculty of an 

Oregon olonontary school r.ado a vary careful analysis of tho achiovonent 

tost rocults of tho pupils in tho widdl o g^^•5des and discovered a very iddo 

% 

range of reading achiovosiont in cvldonco, Tho staff and principal dovisod 
ft plan lihorcby each of tho nine teachers Two\d.d assu.'.no tho responsibility for 
ono or t’.'so of the instructional groups for a block of timo, oighty^fivo 
lainutos in length, at vMch tine tho toacMng of language arts, reading, 
spoiling, writing, and T5ng' * sh \jas undortakon for each of tho ability gi‘-oup« 
Ings* The toachor for each group used tho dovolopnontal approach to who 
teaching of reading. analysis of echievonont tost results gave evidence 
that tho ocporitiontal groups gained appro>dv:atoly ton nonths ovoi' tho r3Cid.ts 
i> 0 gi stored by the pupils using tho conventional plan tho previous year. The 
invosUc&tor felt that the results of the study offered sons evidence for 
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thor^o porcojis \;]\o have tho fooling that intoi'cv«*if^o ei^oupiii^ for vcp'^iyrj; liar, 
eoiio Tioi'it 

Hore:*'m r.nc5 Tbacker fto) cIe.^tit;nod cn irivostic-tion in \hioh. tho pnvposo 
vas to SCO if tho Joplin plan of f>Touping for roncling instruction voulci 
rocult in significantly superior results ^jiiore tho tonchors had booji r:indon« 
ly ossigned to o;:porir.iorrtal and control groups, and inioro sox, method, 
Kioasured intolligoica, and initial roadibig ability had been contnollod. 

Kinoty ptcliod pairs of fifth and cixth credo pupils vraro used as 
subjects, Altornato foiTis of thn l>inu'oll«fullivaii and Califo^oiia Achieve., 
J2222^ uood for pro and j50st tofrb purpocoo. The roseaychers con- 

cluded that tho data fi’oJi tho study supported tho idea that tho Joplin Plan 
is a iioTO offoctivo plan of grouping than tho convontional plan follonod in 
colf-contiiinod classroons iThoro pupils have vd.do rangos of ability in reading. 

In another study, Frnoot L, Donlny, (4), Pi-dncipal, Vfest Main Klowontary 
School, hTinoastor, To:cao, found tho rosults of his study t;ora sinilar to 
thoso of Itorgan and Stuchor, Jo) 

During tho socond T-.’ook of school in tho fall of 195^, achicvoifiont tests 
v?oro given to tho 2?3 pupils in grades four, fivo, and six to doternino tho 
reading abil‘j*ty lovol of each pupil in reading, Kino groups insro fornad on 
tho basis of tho tost scores vd.th each of the nine toachors assuming tho 
toachlng duties of a given group for a fifty-four ninuto poriod \:Mch ^las 
hold du>i.ng tho f.av!o tirao in tho riorning for all soctions. In order to 
capitalise on tho Trido rajigo of intnrosts of tho various students, rjany now 
watcrialc u*oro purc!jia£od., , ■ 

After four rionths, tho averagss I’oading gain for all groups 7,2 
Ronths vdth 113 pupils shoulng an inprovomont of eight r/jnths or core (^^: 25 ), 



Rr.:ii;oy’s (12) etn'.ly 17'iich cnployod the use of tho Joplin plan vAth pupils 
ill liCC^nsport, Indiana \ras conductod fron i95^> throush 19'S0, I>ai*ing iho 
po:iod, tho invoctleato^* v:ag intorofs-tod pai*ticula*x*ly in. seoing results 
night bo obtained by using tho ” Joplin Pl.*in” in t’.ro scliools of difforont 
slf.es, 

fjtan foivl /di io\y. 'rT.)-it Tost i73S aebiinistored in early October of 
\ 

1955 find 1959 and tho rosults of tho instinaiant vjas usod as tho basis for 
dividing tl;o fourth^ fifth, and sircth err.ue childi’on in tt/o schools into 
covon different reading level classes, 

Achiovc.'osnt tost results indicated that the intorgrado gi^ouping progi’aci 

m 

was offecUvo in producing expected reading gains at all threo grade levels, 

# 

iiio data from tho study s*oflcctcd tho fact, ho’.;3vor, that pupils in tho 
upper intelligence levels profited nuch ?aoro frora tho plan than did those in 
tho lower intolligcnco levels. The researcher reported that the responses 
of bath teachers and children to a series of questions indicated a unanimous 
approval for tho plan from both groups. 

In yot another study, Hanscy (I3) cstablisJicd th*rco groups of children 
who were natchod with respect to a number of variables and trero instructed 
by throe teachers iliose abilities wore thought to bo relatively equal, Ono 
teacher used the Joplin plan approach, another tho individualised Piothod, 

9 

and the third followod tho conventional three group 3 -’»dthin«.th 3 -classroo*ji 
procodui'e, Tlio pupils in all of the groups porfoiVK>d at approximately the 
same level. The inr/ostigator was of the opinion tliat the teacher inpact on 
an individual group was of ihore inportanco tlian the nat'iro or kind of 
grouping procedure ci^iployed. 
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Rothrock ( 15 ) ccmclndcd r.n eii-dlnr ctudy in McPhorson* Kcnsr.s, in v:hich 
ho corroarod the cclvantafios and linitations of tbrea raothods of groupinr; for 
reading instruction: intororado ability eroupin^? solf~contain?d classrooti 

insti’ttction; and tho individualized approach. The rosoarchor used 1^6 
subjects idio Xv'oro enrolled in tho fourth end fifth erados. tfatorials usod, 
sizo of clapsoc, cocio-econoirjlc background cf the pupils, and tho experience 
and ti’aining of pujAls \*ero watched ns closoly ns possible. Tests A end B 
of tho i p;a i Vciry Pu’oil Tests of Basl e Skills traro used ns ore rnd t>ost 
tosts. kt tho conclusion of tho study t)is investigator noted that vdicn 
good teaching ^s done vith appropriate tiaterials and vdiorc children woro 
sti^lntod, great inprovenont can result idth nny ono of tho three plans 
studied (158235). 

Kicrstead*s (8) study in OrwoU, Vermont, in 1959 cho'-Ted results \?hich 

uoro Soraofihat different IVom those of tho invostigntors nontioned previoitsly. 

Two groups of pupils ft»o!3 grades throo through eight irore ciioscn ns the 

sifljjocts. Qna gi’oup Tjas taught vdthin tho regular classroo?i in s^taII groups 

t/ailo tho othor pupils itfsro directed to reading clacsr^^oms on the basis of 

* 

reading ability and teacher observation, i»ogardloss of grade lovol. VJhen 
tho study leas conpleted, Klerstoad repainted that no significant differonco 
in reading co3ipi*ohonsion and vocabulary skills 112 s noted i.hcn tho groups 
voro equated by tho coniposito scores of tho loya Test of Basic Skills **hich 
»as r.dninl stored to all children \;ho had participated in the investigation. 

As one conclusion of tho study, the investigator opined that ability grouping 
did not rcjaoyo the naod for furtkiOr nttontion to tho individual noeds of 
pupils. Ho also of tho fooling that ability grouping \:as cccoptablo to 
both parents and students if tho proper comunication is established bot^pon 
the hone airl the school. 
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One of tho nost rocont Investigations i;as conducted by Carlson and 
Thompson (2) in which a comparison vias wado of tho amount of roading gro'/th 
which \:as attained by 129 pupils in grades four, five, and six liio constitu^ 
tod an exporlmental group using tho Joplin Flan procedures and 121 pupils 
in tho control group using tho conventional \rlthin class throo-group 
approach. Iho moan intolligonco quotients for tho pupils in tho cxporiwontal 
and control groups ware approximatoly tho sans. Alternate forms of tho 
Pglifeynia Heading' Tost 'tjero given as pro and post tosts. Test results 
indicated that pupils in both tho oxpoi’iraDntal and control groups registorod 
gains of more than one year in reading vocabulary, roading comprohonsion, 
and total roading. The vast Majority of the pupils and parents approved of 
the plan and only three parents of children in tho oxporimantal gi*oup wanted 
the Joplin Plan discontinued. 

Powsll selected ttx> public olomontaiy schools in Indianapolis for a 
study of tho offectivonoss of the Joplin Plan (11). One school had usod tho 
Joplin Plan for three and a half years and the other school had employed the 
self-contained conventional type of idthin class groiiping procedure, Tho 
164 pupils in tho Joplin Plan school and tho 20? pupils in the conventional 
school Trjere equated as nearly as possible \iith respect to socio-economic 
level and mental ability. Ability of teachers oi?iployed and range of mator- 
ials provided in the two schools were similar. In late 1961 nuirorous stand- 
ardized reading achiovomont and mental ability tests wore administered. 

Among other things, the findings of the Powell study indicated no 
significant differenco in achievement in reading, spelling, arithmetic, 
social studies, sciences, or in study skills, Powell applied a number of 
critical ratios in tho study and on the basis of these applications con- 
cluded that tno Joplin Plan was not as affective as tho solf-con’bained 



approach. 
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Moorhouse (9) reported a study idiich vas undertaken in February, I958 
in two public elementary schools in V^oaing to determine if an intergrade 
grouping procedure could result. in higher pupil achievement than when pupils 
«ere grouped by the conventional in.dass grouping plan. Periodic compar. 
Isons of achievement t&b.' widertaken at the end of one semester, three 
semesters, and five semesters for the I89 pupils who viere involved in the 
experimental group and the I89 pupUs who were included in the control group. 
There was no significant difference between the experimental and control 
groups with respect to mean intelligence quotient. Analysis of covariance 
was erqaloyed to analyze the periodic test results registered by aU pupils 
in the study. At the end of one semester the experimental group measured 
twice the mean gain in reading level over the control group. At the con- 
elusion of the five semester interval, however, the experimental group did 
not show significant gains over the control group. Among other 

researcher that the advantages of the intergrade grouping procedure 

nay not be adequate to initiate suet, a pi-n . 
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Tho vjrltor is avnro of a numbor of studies in the rdd^csstom area 
%Aiich have not boon ropontod in tho literature, Tho results of tho vast 
Kajoidty of these investigations appoar to indicate that thoro are a number 
of advantagoo as vail as liv.dtatlons to tho plan. Those factors aro dis« 
cussed in tho section \?idch folloiTS, 

Advantages of Tho Plan 

In light of tho conclusions of tho studios vhlch havo been described 
pi*0viously along with tho observations and research of tho vritor, a nu-rbor 
of possible advantages night be clairaed for this method of grouping for 
reading instruction, 

Ono of tho chief advantages appears to bo that tho pupils aro placed 
in reading lovol classos whero success is Tx>ssjble, (Finistration is gonor- 
lited vhon pupils in tho conventional class aro forced to read in grade lovol 
books vrhoni in factf a given pupil* s reading level is tvo or more grade 
levels below his actual grade level, ) Nothing breeds succoss like success, 
and there appears to bo anplo evidonco that this plan provides for this typo 
of onvironnont, 

Tho toaehor is ablo to concentrate hor efforts on ono group of pupils 
during a given reading poriod and thus is able to be tnoro thorough in her 
approach, VfiLth tho use of tho Joplin Plan she is able to give adequate time 
to pronunciation and definition of now words, readinoss for a stoxy, silent 
reading, oral reading, and follow-up activities, 

4 

Tho writer has obsei'ved that the pupils at Joplin havo an intense 
interest in reading and road an unusually large nui^bor of library books, A 

c 

high percentage of these children participate in tho activities of tho 
Missouri Stato Reading Circle and read many books foiU)d in tho public library. 
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This plan of groupins challenges children to vant to ir^iorove reeding 
shills and raovo to tho ne:ct higher loyel, A fourth-grado child, foi o-a-ri.plo, 
fools a groat anouiit of prido and satisfaction ^ihcn ho is abl'-. to partici-. 

pato in a class vdth si^dh grade pvpils, 

Tno eUdics of Bernard (1), Kart (6), Itorgan and Studeor ftO), and 
Ransoy (11) appsav to glvo oridonce that pupils e:*lbit a high aohicvcasnt 
level in roading «hen tho JopUn Plan is employed. The vnriter*s (3) im-est- 



Igatlon of the plan In Joplin,, ravoalcd that reading acliiovc-nent in t’.ro 
saleetod schools exceeded grade expectancy by an average of 1.83 grade 
levels in Grade 4; 1.98 grade levels in Grade 5? and 2.06 grade levels In 



Grade 6, 

Parents appear to approve of the plan as suggested by the articles 
irrltten ty Carson and Thompson (2) and the author (3). loans the advani/Sgos 
given by Joplin parents for tho approval of the plan included "challenges 
child to road better," "permits child to adhleve at a high level," "permits 
to w>rk at his ovm rending level and achieve success," and "takes care 
of individual differences among children <-.nd allow tho teacher to extend 

maxlimn holp to tho pupils," 

Tho range of I'eading achiovemont levels with iMch each teacher is 
concerned is narro*.Jod watoriail/ tln»oush tho use of this plan. In so:no cases 
it Kay bo possible to narrow the range by as many as foui* levels, 

Tho nagnitudo of each of tho advantages montioned previously is deter- 
minod to a groat dogroo by tho amount of care taken to introduce this method 
of giwping into a particular school system. - Maxlmuni advantages may vrsll 
result if tho administrative officials move deliberately and lines of 
cc .lunicatlon aro kept open among teachers, parents, and adninistrav/>rs. 
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Tho pl&n nnist bo caroi\illy explained and in'ti'oduced only aTbor a v/ill** 
in^ and opon<«T!iincied ai>i>i*tude is es^blishcd ainons those vho have t*osponsim 
bill ties fox* executing the details of the various procedures, 

limitations of Tlio Plan 

Tho lli:dtatiOiis of tho plan may bo of a very minor or a vei-y serious 
nature, depending upon how tho procedures cro executed by teachers and 
administrators. 

Social pressures among a few children may bo an inherent part of a 
grouping structure of this typo. Tho possibility of a largo sixth grade 
child rosonting being placed in a class vdth a small fourth grade child 
exists in varying degrees; howover, the observations of the writer v»uld 
appear to suggest that social proesuros are not significant since most 
pupils are nore concomod with succoss and acldovemont than they are with 
social success or failure, 

Thoro is a danger of lack of coisnunication bot’.jecn tho reading teacher 
and the classroom teacher. Unless there is constant dialpgus bet’jeen those 

two teachers, lack of integration in a given child's academic px*ograia nay 
veil result. 

Some teachers using the plan may well be lulled into thinJdng that 
they are instructing a **homogoncous»» gix5up and that further difforentation 
of instruction is not urgent or neodod. Teachers should keep in mind that 
tho grouping procedures Merely narrow the rango of reading abilities pros- 
ent and does not in any way negate their rosponsibilities for further 
dividing for additional instruction in vailous skill areas. 

Tho Joplin plan of grouping for reading instruction is one of tho most 
significant advances in attempting to waot the noeds of childixsn in reading 



Instruction, 
P‘'irtlcul«arly 
najfjTiGr into a 



Tho advantages of the plan anpsar to outKolgh the linitatlon 
vhon tho procedures are introduced in a eareWl, systoaatlc 
given school systen. 
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SiCTjiayy* 

Cross groupiiig9 wore popularly eallod "Tho Joplin Plan,” has 

been used in Joplin, Missouri and mny other cities lAth varying results. 
Children in the riddlo (^*ados are typically {proupod for reading on the 
basis of scores fron reading ochiovonient tests along vrith tho observation 
of tho ho‘.noroom teachers. In Most instances bn sal reading laatorials aro 
used in a dovolop-nontal reading conto^A, 

Tho plan is norely a Mothod of grouping omplo3?od in order to narrow 
the rang© of rending biiitics and thus allow the toachei' noro tins to 
concentrate on tho needs of pupils whose reading strengths and liraltations 
aro siudlar in nature, Qno imist reriombor, ho**7evor, tliat tho groups are 
not to bo thought of as being honogeneous in nature, Even vdth tho use of 
this plan, additional provision rmst bo Mad© for tho individual limitations 
of tho pupils. 

There er© a number of advantages which may bo realised from the plan of 
grouping. Pupils aro placed at reading levels whore success nay be realized 
Reading instruction is given a no^r ©wohasis and teacher appear to bo stirnu- 
latod to parform at higher levels of efficiency wAth the use of tho plan. 

The results of tho stiidies soom to indicate that reading achievoment as 
Boa cured by standardised tests may b© increased by using the grouping pro- 
cedures, Parents seem to approve tho plan if careful linos of coirsTiunl cation 
havo boon established bstw'oen tho home and school. 

Some limitations my result from tho use of tho plan, A dogi*eo of social 
pressure nay result when fourth grade and sixth grade puoilc are placed in 
the same class. Unless careful attention is given to regular discussions 
bctv.pon the homeroom and reading teacher, a lack of academic integration may 



wU result 




nust reneabor that even with this type of grouping 
further provision must be cade for the individual reading needs of the 
different pupils in iier classroom» 
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